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The Tragedy of Violence in Contemporary lragi Art
The Exhibition of Karradah Explosion**

Prof. Dr. Balasim mohammed
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Summary

War was not distant, or that we merely carry some thoughts or memories of
it. Forty years were enough for the accumulation of references and impressions
framed with symbols and various shapes of death, destruction and the loss of
hope.

The manifestations of the lIragi wars varied in the styles and proposals of
Iragi artists and in their participation in the process of coexistence with war, or
in their expressions of it. Art simply came to be one of the participants of war,
sensing its devastation and digging into its deep structures and forging
innovative pathways and patterns to approach it, all new to what was customary
in Iraqi art in the early Iragi days of artistic pioneering and social tranquility.

Methodology

Iragi history, as we know it, has recorded many events, occasions, and
references for the environment of art and its output, all of which have supplied it
with elements of change and peculiarity. At the same time, these formational
circumstances have created certain normative aesthetic aspects for what has
been termed as the “Art of Event”.

The series of Iragi wars imposed a pattern of artistic proposals based on the
collaboration of art, society, reception, the variation of exhibition, and the
formation of expressing the content. Therefore, we witnessed significant
variation in both the individual and collective artistic styles, as well as the style
of the era, all according to the impact of the deep shock that rocked post-war
Iragi society and highly influenced the general patterns of social, cultural and
artistic structures, so much so that the opposition to war grew to become the
fundamental idea that nagged art and artists. Yet it is one of the controversies
that established a particular vision in the field of criticism. The dilemma of
depicting an event of such proportions have set aside a significant part of the
history of peace and delved right into the depth of tragedy.

This study is an attempt to read into the ways and means of this artistic
endeavor and the approaches it adopted. The study focused on the exhibition
that was held by Iraqgi artists to commemorate the Massacre of Karradah, which
was perpetrated by terrorists on 3 July 2016, as one case study and an example
of collaboration between art and society. This tragedy inflicted a deep wound
into the lraqi psyche and motivated many artists, poets, playwrights, and
photographers to hold events and exhibitions recording what had happened on
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the night of the terror act and what was left of the victims on the wall that was
covered with flesh from pedestrians: mostly women and little children. The
study concludes by asking the following questions:

1. How did art present the event of death?
2. What were the styles and proposals of exhibition?

3. What are the artistic systems of rejecting terrorism and embracing hope in
the persistence of life?

As to the scenography of exhibition, the study attempted to look into the
forms and styles of artistic disfiguration of reality and decoding the semiotics
that reflect the event’s brutality. On that basis, the study concluded that:

1. lraqi art has responded to the scenery terrorism left behind, and presented
it in a variety of styles.

2. Art played an important role in combating terrorist ideologies in the
media and influenced mass awareness.

3. lragi art was the closest to war and its aftermath, through living
experience. Therefore, the intimate approaching of events in the Iragi art
involved both conceptual and aesthetic interpretation not possessed by
any other contemporary art.
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